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Create  heautijid  i^ardcns  at  your  home  with  a  stop  at  the  Hcrita<^c  PLint  Sale 
Oct.  8-9  at  Tryon  PaLu:e  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens.  Tryori  Palace  gardens  also 
ivill  he  o/)en  free  to  the  Inihlic  Oct.  8-10  as  part  ofNeiv  Bern's  MLMfest. 


Rare,  Historic  Plants  Highlight  Fall  Sale 


Find  unique,  rare  and  historic 
plants  for  your  own  garden  by 
shopping  the  Heritage  Plant 
Sale,  9  a.m. -5  p.m.  Friday  and 
Saturday,  Oct.  8-9,  on  the  Daves 
House  Lawn  (located  inside  the  Eden 
Street  gate)  ot  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens.  As  part  of  MUMfest 
weekend,  the  Palace  gardens,  featuring 
beautiful  displays  of  chrysanthemums 
and  other  fall  flowers,  will  be  open 
free  to  the  public  Friday,  Oct.  8 
through  Sunday,  Oct.  10.  Interior 
tours  of  the  Palace  and  other  historic 
buildings  will  be  available  at  regular 
admission. 

The  fall  sale,  the  first  scheduled  for 
this  time  of  year  following  several 
years  of  successful  spring  sales,  will 
feature  heirloom  plants,  native 
species,  perennials,  herbs,  annuals, 
trees  and  shrtibs.  Lisa  Wimpflieimer, 
Horticulturist/Head  of  Garden 
Services,  encourages  everyone  to  shop 
early  for  the  best  selection  and  stop  by 
to  see  the  beautiful  garden  fountains, 
which  were  restored  using  the  pro- 
ceeds from  the  spring  sale. 

Native  plants  featured  at  the  sale 
will  include  the  Popcorn  tree,  the  fruit 


of  which  is  used  in  many  of  the 
Palace's  Christmas  decorations,  and 
the  Red  Buckeye  tree,  a  small  tree 
featuring  lovely  red  panicles  that 
works  well  in  urban  landscapes. 
The  selection  of  heritage  plants 
includes  Confederate  roses  (the 
ever-changing  flower  of  Hibiscus 
mutabilis),  fig  trees,  snapdragons 
and  delphiniums. 

Council  tif  Friends  members  can 
take  advantage  of  a  special  preview 
sale,  5-6:30  p.m.  Thursday,  Oct.  7. 

Lisa  explains  that  fall  is  a  great 
time  for  planting  because  the  cool- 
er temperatures  allow  the  soil  to 
stay  moist  for  a  longer  period  of 
time,  ensuring  that  the  plant  can 
establish  a  stronger  rcH)t  system.  By 
the  spring,  the  same  plants, 
instead  of  just  getting  started,  will 
be  ready  for  upper  growth  and 
early  blooming. 

A  garden  lecture  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  9,  builds  on  the  sale's  theme 
with  garden  writer  and  designer 
Peggy  Crooks  explaining  in  detail 
why  "Fall  is  for  Planting"  at  10  a.m. 
in  the  Visitor  Center  Auditorium. 
Admission  is  free.  ^ 
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This  season's  "Colonial 
Christmas"  Candlelight  Tours  at 
Tr^'oii  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens,  will  be  a  celebration 
of  light.  Story  on  Page  3. 
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An  Illuminating  Season 

TRYON  PALACE  CELEBRATES  THE  SEASON  WITH  LIGHT 


B^  Sara  Spalding  and  Vina  Farmer 

This  year's  Christmas  celehration 
at  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites 
&  Gardens  comhines  local  her- 
itage and  holiday  magic  -  with  just  a 
pinch  of  time  travel  -  to  create  a  truly 
memorable  experience  tor  visitors. 

The  holiday  celehration  kicks  off 
Dec.  1  with  daytime  tours  giving  guests 
an  opportunity  to  see  Tryon  Palace  and 
its  historic  homes  decked  out  in  two 
centuries  ot  holiday  finery.  The  tours 
are  scheduled  9  a.m. -4  p.m.  daily  and 
1-4  p.m.  Sunday  through  Jan.  6. 

Light  is  a  cen- 
tral theme  of  this 
year's  celehration, 
with  new  features 
such  as  colonial 
fireworks,  bonfires 
and  cresset  baskets 
creating  a  festive 
atmosphere  for 
guests  at  the  tradi- 
tional Colonial 
Christmas  Candle- 
light Tours,  set  for 
5-9  p.m.  Dec.  11 
and  18. 

Visitors  can  step 
back  in  time  for 
an  unforgettable 
evening  in  colo- 
nial New  Bern  in 
1770  as  Governor 
and  Mrs.  Tryon 
host  a  "grand 
entertainment 


and  ball"  to  cele- 
brate the  completion  of  the  Palace  and 
the  birthday  of  King  George  III.  The 
Palace  will  be  illuminated  and  filled 
with  elegant  dancers  and  fascinating 
characters.  On  the  grounds,  New 
Bern's  colonial  townspeople,  ranging 
from  Academy  schoolmasters  to  run- 
away slaves,  will  also  turn  out  to  enjoy 


the  testi\'ities.  The  hot  topic  of  discus- 
sion in  the  ttjwn  and  on  the 
Governor's  council  will  be  the 
Regulators,  western  North  Carolinians 
in  rebellion  over  high  taxes  and  cor- 
ruption in  local  government. 

Music  and  entertainment  also  are 
featured  throughout  the  site  to  enter- 
tain those  in  attendance.  The  evening 
concludes  with  a  bonfire  and  fireworks. 

Jonkonnu,  an  historic  African 
American  holiday  tradition  unique 
to  eastern  North  Carolina,  will  take 
place  at  6  and  8  p.m.  tm  the  candle- 
light tour 
nights. 

Visitors  also 
can  enjoy  hot 
apple  cider  and 
ginger  snaps, 
courtesy  of  the 
Tryon  Palace 
Council  oi 
Friends.  An  18th 
century  coffee 
house  -  often  a 
hotbed  of  politi- 
cal discussion  in 
the  1770s -will 
also  be  available 
for  beverages, 
food  and  debate 
on  1 8th  century 
topics.  Both  of 
the  complex's 
gift  shops  will 
offer  high  quali- 
ty, historically- 
inspired  gifts. 
Other  holiday  events  (see  our  calen- 
dar on  pages  6-8  for  more  details, 
including  locations  and  admission 
information)  include: 

•  Confederate  soldiers  encamped  on 
the  Palace  grounds  Saturday,  Dec.  4, 
celebrating  the  wartime  Christmas  of 
1861.  Activities  will  include  camp 


The  Perfect  Gift 

It's  not  always  easy  finding  the  per- 
fect gift,  especially  for  that  special 
someone  who  already  has  everything. 
Consider  giving  that  person  a  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends  annual 
membership,  which  features  such 
benefits  as  annual  admission,  shop 
discounts.  The  Palace  magazine,  invi- 
tations to  "Friends  only"  events  and 
free  admission  to  lectures.  Your  gift 
membership  also  ensures  that  through 
Council  of  Friends  support,  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &.  Gardens  will 
be  able  to  continue  offering  fantastic 
programs  and  experiences  for  our 
many  visitors.  Information  about  a 
Council  of  Friends  gift  membership  is 
available  by  calling  Karen  O'Connell 
at  (252)  514-4933,  or  emailing 
koconnell@tryonpalace.org. 


Light  is  a  central  theme  oj  this  years 
Colonial  Christmas  Candlelight  Tours, 
set  for  Dec.  II  and  18. 

cooking,  military  drill,  musket  demon- 
strations, Victorian  handcrafts,  period 
music  and  displays  by  living  history  re- 
enactors. 

•  A  movie  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  7, 
sponsored  by  the  Tryon  Palace  Council 
ot  Friends.  The  Crossing  features  the 
true  story  behind  George  Washington's 
desperate  1776  crossing  ot  the  ice-cov- 
ered Delaware  River  to  surprise  British 
forces  in  Trenton,  N.J. 

•  December's  Garden  Lecture, 
Saturday,  Dec.  1 1,  which  offers  a 
Christmas  Decorating  Wiirksht)p  with 
holiday  decorator  Alan  Toler  demon- 
strating how  to  use  tresh  materials  to 
create  unique  and  gorgeous  wreaths 
and  centerpieces. 

•  The  annual  Christmas  Camp, 
Thursday,  Dec.  23,  where  students  can 
learn  more  about  holiday  traditions  at 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
through  tours  and  fun  activities. 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  is  closed  Friday,  Dec.  24 
through  Saturday,  Dec.  26  tor  the 
Christmas  holidays.  ♦ 

SARA  SPALDING  is  the  Curator  of 
huerln-etatum,  arvi  V/NA  FARMER  is  the 
Grants  C(H)rdinator  arid  Editor  of  The 
Palace  magazine  at  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens. 


Fall    2004 


'U 


Volunteer  Opportunities  for  Fall  and  Christmas  at  Tryon  Palace 

MAKING  A  DIFFERENCE  HAS  NEVER  BEEN  SO  MEANINGFUL  -  OR  SO  MUCH  FUN 


Volunteers  Frank  Fiederlcin  (standino^)  and  Herb  Burton  enjoy  wurkin"  in  the 
Tryon  Palace  Gardens,  where  many  vohmteer  opportunities  currently  await 
those  who  enjoy  gardening. 


By  Fran  Campbell 

In  the  heat  of  summer  days,  we  like 
to  think  about  not  only  the  colors 
of  autumn  leaves  and  cool  nights 
without  mosquitoes,  but  also  upcoming 
volunteer  activities!  At  the  rate  2004 
is  moving,  tall  and  winter  programs 
will  soon  be  the  topics  of  the  day  at 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardetis,  especially  in  the  Volunteer 
Office. 

Group  Leaders 

School  bells  rang  again  in  early 
August  and  that  means  lots  of  School 
Tours.  We  need  Grtuip  Leaders  to  host 
School  and  Adult  Tmr  Groups.  Group 
Leaders  serve  as  escorts  to  ensure  all 
members  of  a  group  visit  everything 
they  paid  to  see.  Group  Leaders  should 
be  knowledgeable  of  locations  of  all 
buildings  included  in  the  Governor's 
Pass  as  well  as  basic  facts  about  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens. 
Museum  Services  will  provide  traming 


and  fact  sheets  on  the  buildings. 

Home  School  Days 

In  addition  to  Group  Leaders,  vol- 
unteers are  needed  to  assist  with 
Home  School  Days.  Dates  are 
Wednesday,  Oct.  20,  Friday,  Oct.  22 
and  Wednesday,  Oct.  27.  Programs 
begin  around  8:45  a.m.  and  finish  in 
the  early  afternoon.  Activities  include 
Hand  Crafts,  Costume  Dress  Up, 
Games  and  Quiz  Tables.  Home  School 
Days  are  extremely  popular  with  home 
school  families  across  the  state. 
Volunteers  make  this  program  an 
exciting  educational  and  fun  filled  day 
for  the  entire  family,  so  sign  up  tt)day! 

MUMfest 

Tourists  flock  to  New  Bern  during 
the  fall,  especially  during  the  tradi- 
tional MUMfest  Oct.  9-10.  Tryon 
Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  opens 
its  gardens  free  to  visitors  during  the 
festival,  which  offers  volunteers  an 


opportunity  to  meet  visitors  from 
across  America.  Nine  volunteers  are 
required  daily  tcT  staff  three  gates. 
Shifts  are  9-11  a.m.,  11  a.m. -2  p.m. 
and  2-5  p.m.  Please  call  to  register  to 
be  an  Adinission  Clicker  during 
MUMfest  2004.  You  may  want  to  wear 
1  costume. 

GhostWalk 

GhostWalk  arrives  on  the  heels  of 
MUMfest.  Volunteers  are  needed  to 
monitor  crowds  at  the  New  Bern 
Academy  Museum,  Stanly  House 
(back  lawn)  and  the  Coor-Gaston 
House  (porch).  Shifts  for  GhostWalk, 
which  takes  place  Oct.  22-23,  are 
4  30-7  p.m.,  and  7-9:30  p.m.  Grab 
\our  "red  hat"  group  or  civic  group 
pal  and  make  it  a  special  time  for 
everyone. 

Seamstresses  Needed 

Calling  all  seamstresses  who  can  use  a 
pattern  to  make  adult  and  children's  cos- 
tumes in  a  variety  of  sizes  and  work  inde- 
pendently. Materials  and  patterns  will  be 
furnished.  Costumes  are  needed  almost 
daily  and  seldom  are  there  enough  to 
meet  the  need.  Call  Fnm  Campbell  at 
(252)  514-4951  for  more  details. 

Gardening  Opportunities 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  assist  with 
fall  planting  that  begins  with  the 
planting  of  the  mums  and  continues 
through  November  with  tulip  plant- 
ing. Volunteers  are  also  needed  to  help 
prepare  beds  and  nurture  seedlings  for 
the  Spring  Heritage  Plant  Sale.  Tim 
Minch,  Greenhouse  Manager,  states 
that  "no  knowledge  is  required  -  only 
enthusiasm  and  a  desire  to  learn."  Tim 
suggests  volunteers  dress  for  either 
inside  or  outside  because  weather  can 
be  so  fickle.  You  may  choose  your  own 
schedule  -  either  "on  call"  or  a  "regu- 
lar" day.  Whatever  your  caleridar 
allows  will  work  for  us!  We  always 
need  people  who  enjoy  gardening  and 
learning  from  other  gardeners. 
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Holiday  Decorations 

Christmas  decorations  will  go  up  hy 
Dec.  1,  which  indicates  preparations 
must  begin  the  latter  days  of 
November.  This  year  Lisa 
Wimpfheimer,  Horticulturalist,  said 
that  "we  will  pick  boxwood  the  first 
two/three  days,  then  volunteers  will 
have  opportunities  to  develop  or  uti- 
lize other  talents  relevant  to  holiday 
decorations."  Volunteers  interested 
may  call  Fran  Campbell  at  (252)  514- 
495 1  to  be  placed  on  the  Holiday 
Mailing  List. 

Cider  and  Cookies  - 
Candlelight  Tours 

Again  this  year,  the  Council  of 
Friends  will  host  Cider  and  Cookies  in 
the  Stable  Area  on  the  evenings  of 
the  Candlelight  Tours,  Dec.  1 1  and 
18.  Four  volunteers  are  needed  each 
night,  with  shifts  scheduled  for  5-7 
p.m.  and  7-9:30  p.m.  It  is  important  to 
remember  Candlelight  Tours  take 
place  rain,  shine  or  snow!  Volunteers 
should  call  Fran  Campbell  at  (252) 
514-4951.  Please  indicate  if  you  would 
like  to  wear  a  costume.  It  makes  it 
more  festive  for  everyone! 


Jonkonnu  Celebration 

Speaking  ot  costumes,  the  ever- 
popular  Jonkonnu  Celebration  will  also 
take  place  on  Candlelight  evenings. 
Enthusiastic  volunteers  are  needed  to 
generate  lots  of  noise  and  good  fun 
with  visitors  along  the  route.  No 
experience  is  necessary.  Several 
meetings  and  one  or  more  rehearsals 
will  be  held  prior  to  the  first 
Candlelight  Tour.  Call  Sharon  Bryant 
at  (252)  514-4944  for  information  and 
to  sign  up. 

Father  Christmas/Santa  Claus 

Guess  who  will  be  on  site  every  day 
in  December  until  Christmas  Eve? 
Yes,  Father  Christmas!  We  need  a 
minimum  of  5  volunteers  to  ensure 
children  of  all  ages  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  visit  with  Santa.  School  tours 
generally  occur  Monday  through 
Thursday,  9  a.m.  until  2:30  p.m. 
Please  call  if  you  or  someone  you 
know  may  be  interested  and  available. 
Costume  provided.  ♦ 

FRAN  CAMPBELL  is  the  Volunteer 
Coordinator  at  Try  on  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens. 
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A  caroler  from  the  East  Carolina 
University  Madrit^als  offers  a  holiday 
song  during  the  Candlelight  Christmas 
Tour.  Many  volunteer  actixities  are 
available  during  Tryon  Palace's 
holiday  season. 
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The   Calendar 


Tuesday,  Oct.  5 

Movie 
The  Patriot 

7  p.m.   Visitor  Center  Auditorium. 
Free.  Sponsored  by  the  Try  on  Palace 
Council  of  Friends. 
Mel  Gibson  stars  as  a  reluctant 
Revolutionary  War  hero  who  is  forced  to 
leave  his  pacifist  ways  behind  him  when 
some  nasty  Red  Coats  kill  his  son  and  bum 
his  house  down. 

Friday,  Oct.  8- 
Sunday,  Oct.  10 

MUMfest 

Gardens  open  tree  to  the  public;  inte- 
rior tours  at  regular  price. 
The  grounds  are  open  to  the  public  free  of 
charge  to  enjoy  the  chrysanthemum  displays 
and  the  butterfly  garden.  The  festival  also 
features  crafts,  rides,  games  and  family 
entertainment  in  New  Bern's  historic 
downtown.  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  co-sponsors  MUMfest  2004  with 
the  City  of  New  Bern  and  Swiss  Bear  Inc. 

Friday,  Oct.  8- 
Saturday,  Oct.  9 

Heritage  Plant  Sale 

9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  the  Palace 
grounds. 

Held  in  conjunction  with  MUMfest,  this 
plant  sale  will  feature  perennials ,  herbs , 
annuals ,  trees  and  shrubs  as  well  as  a  col- 
lection of  unique,  rare,  and  historic  plants. 
Come  early  for  the  best  selection. 

Saturday,  Oct  9 

Garden  Lecture: 
Fall  is  for  Planting 

10  a.m.  Visitor  Center  Auditorium. 
Today's  lecture  is  free  to  all  visitors. 
Now  that  you  have  purchased  all  those 
lovely  plants  at  the  Heritage  Plant  Sale , 
how  do  you  plant  them!  Pegg;y  Crooks , 
garden  writer  and  designer  will  share  her 


tips  for  proper  planting  of  fall  vegetables, 
cool  season  annuals  and  shrubs  and  trees. 

Sunday,  Oct.  1 7 

Walking  Tour 

African  American  Historic  Downtown 

Walking  Tour 

2  p.m.  Meet  in  the  Visitor  Center.  $4; 
free  for  Tyon  Palace  ticket  holders 
and  members  of  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends. 

Learn,  about  300  years  of  African  American 
history  on  a  walking  tour  of  New  Bern's  his- 
toric district.  This  tour  lasts  approximately 
90  minutes  and  covers  1 6  blocks .  Walking 
Tours  can  also  be  scheduled  upon  request 
for  groups. 


picnic  lunch  and  spend  time  in  the  past. 
Activities  are  designed  for  school-age 
children;  some  activities  have  a  minimum 
age  requirement. 

Thursday  -  Saturday, 
Oct.  21-23 

New  Bern  Historical  Society 
GhostWalk 

5-9  p.m.  Thursday  at  Cedar  Grove 
Cemetery;  5-9  p.m.  Friday  and 
Saturday,  all  locations;  tickets  are  $13 
in  advance  and  $16  the  day  of  the  tour 
(children  12  and  under,  $10);  tickets 
are  available  by  calling  the  New  Bern 
Historical  Society  at  (252)  638-8558. 


Wednesday,  Oct.  20; 
Friday,  Oct.  22; 
Wednesday,  Oct.  27 

Home  School  Days 

9  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  each  day.  $8  for 
students,  $12  for  adults  (tickets  valid  2 
consecutive  days).  Space  is  limited 
and  prepayment  is  required;  call  (252) 
514-4935  to  register. 
Home-school  families  enjoy  hands-on 
activities  and  take-home  projects ,  as  well  as 
tours  of  the  Palace  and  three  other  historic 
homes  in  this  expanded  version  of  our 
popular  fall  home  school  event.  Bring  your 


Sponsored  by  the  New  Bern  Historical 
Society,  this  year's  GhostWalk  celebrates 
New  Bern's  patriotic  past  with  tours  of 
Revolutionary  War-era  houses .  Included  as 
part  of  the  tour  are  the  John  Wright  Stanly 
House  garden,  the  Coor-Gaston  House 
back  porch,  and  the  grounds  of  the  New 
Bern  Academy. 


Special  Discount 

During  GhostWalk,  Oct.  21-23, 
GhostWalk  ticketholders  can  get  a 
$3  discount  off  the  price  of  regular 
admission  to  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  &  Gardens  at  any  time. 
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Tuesday,  Nov.  9 

Movie 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk 

7  p.m.   Visitor  Center  Auditorium. 
Free.  Sponsored  by  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends. 
Young  farmer  Gilbert  Martin  and  his  bride 
Lana  marry  shortly  before  the  Revolutionary 
War  starts .  They  settle  in  Upstate  New 
York  and  settle  their  homestead  when  the 
war  begins .  For  the  next  six  years  Gilbert 
fights  in  the  war  as  he  and  Lana  try  to 
establish  their  homestead.  Stars  Henry 
Fonda  and  Claudette  Colbert. 


Saturday,  Nov.  13 

Garden  Lecture:  Creating  Dried 
Flower  Arrangements 

10  a.m.  Visitor  Center  Auditorium.  $4; 
free  for  Tryon  Palace  ticket  holders 
and  members  of  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends. 
Enjoy  the  harvest  from  your  flower  garden 
to  create  beautiful  dried  arrangements  for 
your  home.  Gardener  Eva  O'Steen  will 
demonstrate  how  to  preserve  your  flowers 
and  then  use  them  to  accent  your 
autumn  decor. 


Thursday,  Nov.  18 

African  American  History  Lecture 
North  Carolina  Way:  Civil  Rights  and 
Wrongs  in  the  Twentieth  Century 

7  p.m.   Visitor  Center  Auditorium. 
Free. 

Dr.  Karl  Campbell,  PhD  is  an 
Associate  Professor  of  History  at 
Appalachian  State  University.  He 
received  his  MA  and  PhD  in  History. 
Dr.  Campbell  will  provide  an  overview  of 
Tar  Heel  race  relations  from  the  Wilming- 
ton Race  Riot  of  1 898  to  the  recent  court 
ruling  about  busing  in  the  Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg  Schools .  The  lecture  is  part  of 
an  ongoing  joint  lecture  series  sponsored  by 
Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens ,  the 
fames  City  Historical  Society  and  the  North 
Carolina  Humanities  Speakers'  Bureau. 

Saturday,  Nov.  20 

Saturday  Sampler 

Historical  Quilts  for  Beginners 

9  a.m.  -  12  p.m.  Meet  in  the  Visitor 
Center.  $10;  $6  for  Tryon  Palace  ticket 
holders  and  members  of  the  Tryon 
Palace  Council  of  Friends. 
Leam  about  18th  and  19th  century  quilt 
patterns  and  create  your  own  quilt  block  to 
take  home.  All  materials  will  he  provided, 
but  please  bring  your  own  sewing  scissors . 

Sunday,  Nov.  21 

Walking  Tour 

African  American  Historic  Downtown 

Walking  Tour  (last  for  2004) 

2  p.m.  Meet  in  the  Visitor  Center.  $4; 
free  for  Tryon  Palace  ticket  holders 
and  members  of  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends. 
Leam  about  300  years  of  African 
American  history  on  a  walking  tour  of  New 
Bern's  historic  district.  This  tour  lasts 
approximately  90  minutes  and  covers  1 6 
blocks.  Walking  tours  can  also  be  scheduled 
upon  request. 

Thursday,  Nov.  25 

Thanksgiving 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  &  Gardens 
is  closed  for  the  holiday! 


ornnb^ 


Wednesday, 
Dec.  1,  2004- 
Jan.  6,  2005 

Holiday  Celebration  2004 

Daily,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.;  Sundays, 
1  to  4  p.m.  Fee  charged. 
All  decked  out  in  holiday  finery,  Tryon 
Palace  and  its  historic  homes  welcome 
visitors  to  two  centuries  of  American 
Christmas  traditions. 


Saturday,  Dec.  4 

Confederate  Christmas  of  1861 :  A 
Tryon  Palace  Civil  War  Encampment 

9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  South  Lawn.  Free  for 
Tryon  Palace  ticket  holders  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Tryon  Palace  Council  of 
Friends. 

Join  Confederate  soldiers  encamped  on  the 
Palace  grounds  as  they  celebrate  the 
wartime  Christmas  of  1861 ,  three  months 
before  the  Union  Army  captured  New 
Bern .  Activities  will  include  camp  cooking, 
military  drill,  musket  demonstrations, 
Victorian  handcrafts ,  period  music  and 
displays  by  living  history  re-enactors. 
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Tuesday,  Dec.  7 

Movie 

The  Crossing 

7  p.m.   Visitor  Center  Auditorium. 
Free.   Sponsored  hy  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends. 
With  his  ragtag  army  on  the  verge  of  sur- 
render, the  last  chance  for  him  and  his 
young  nation  lay  with  a  desperate 
Christmas  night  attack.  The  true  story 
behind  George  Washington's  1 776  crossing 
of  the  ice-covered  Delaware  River  to  sur- 
prise British  forces  in  Trenton,  N],  is  told 
in  this  grand  historical  drama. 

Saturday,  Dec  11 

Garden  Lecture:  Christmas 
Decorating  Workshop 

10  a.m.  Visitor  Center  Auditorium.  $4; 
free  for  Tryon  Palace  ticket  holders 
and  members  of  the  Tryon  Palace 
Council  of  Friends 

Holiday  decorator  Alan  Toler  will  get  you 
in  the  spirit  for  Christmas'.   He'll  demon- 
strate using  fresh  materials  to  create  unique 
and  gorgeous  wreaths  and  centerpieces . 

Saturday,  Dec  11 

Candlelight  Tours:  A  Colonial 
Christmas  Celebration 

5  to  9  p.m.  $15  tor  adults  and  $6  for 
students;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  daytime 
ticket  holders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 
Step  back  in  time  for  an  unforgettable 
evening  in  colonial  New  Bern  in  1 770. 
Governor  and  Mrs .  Tryon  are  hosting  a 
'grand  entertainment  arid  ball'  to  celebrate 
the  completion  of  the  Palace  and  the  birth- 
day of  King  George  III .  The  Palace  is  illu- 
minated and  filled  with  elegant  dancers  and 
fascinating  characters .  New  Bern's  cokmial 
townspeople  have  also  turned  out  to  enjoy 
the  festivities,  with  a  bonfire  and  fireworl<s 
at  the  end  of  the  evening.  Join  them  as  they 
revel  on  the  Palace  grouruis.  Meet  the 
Governor's  militia,  mustering  to  battle 


western  rebels.  Enjoy  unique  refreshments 
and  period  music.  Celebrate  the  holidays  in 
colonial  styk  at  Tryon  Palace! 


Saturday,  Dec.  11 

jonkonnu  Celebration 

6  and  8  p.m.  Free. 

Costumed  singers ,  dancers  and  musicians 
re-create  an  African  American  yuletide 
tradition  unique  to  eastern  North  Carolina. 
As  the  procession  winds  from  house  to 
house,  it  brings  to  life  a  historical  blend  of 
African,  Caribbean  and  English  customs. 

Saturday,  Dec.  18 

Candlelight  Tours:  A  Colonial 
Christmas  Celebration 

5  to  9  p.m.  $15  for  adults  and  $6  for 
students;  free  for  Tryon  Palace  daytime 
ticket  holders  and  members  of  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends. 
Step  back  in  time  for  an  unforgettable 
evening  in  colonial  New  Bern  in  1 770. 
Governor  and  Mrs .  Tryon  are  hosting  a 
'grand  entertainment  and  ball'  to  celebrate 
the  completion  of  the  Palace  and  the  birth- 
day of  King  George  III.  The  Palace  is  illu- 
minated and  filled  with  elegant  dancers  and 
fascinating  characters .  New  Bern's  colonial 
townspeople  have  also  turned  out  to  enjoy 
the  festivities,  with  a  bonfire  and  fireworks 
at  the  end  of  the  evening.  Join  them  as  they 
revel  on  the  Palace  grounds .  Meet  the 
Governor's  militia,  mustering  to  battle 
western  rebek .  Enjoy  unique  refreshments 


and  period  music.  Celebrate  the  holidays  in 
colonial  style  at  Tryon  Palace! 

Saturday,  Dec.  18 

Jonkonnu  Celebration 

6  and  8  p.m.  Free. 

Costumed  singers ,  dancers  and  musicians 
re-create  an  African  American  yuletide  tra- 
dition unique  to  eastern  North  Carolina. 
As  the  procession  winds  from  house  to 
house,  it  bimgs  to  life  a  historical  blend  of 
African,  Caribbean  and  English  customs. 

Thursday,  Dec.  23 

Tryon  Palace  Christmas  Camp 

9  a.m.  to  12  noon.  Meet  in  the  Visitor 
Center.  $20.  Limited  to  20  students.  Call 
Craven  County  Recreation  and  Parks  at 
(252)  636-6606  for  reservations. 
A  holiday  camp  for  ages  9- 1 2  featuring 
tours  of  historic  buildings  decorated  for 
Christmas,  activities  in  the  Civil  War 
encampment  and  festive  crafts  workshops 
to  make  Victorian  ornaments . 

Friday,  Dec.  24- 
Sunday,  Dec.  26 

Season's  Greetings:  Tryon  Palace 
Historic  Sites  &  Gardens  is  closed  for 
the  holidays! 
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Antique  Kettle  Comes  Home  to  Tryon  Palace 

ACQUISITION  IMPORTANT  NEXT  STEP  IN  PALACE  REINTERPRETATION 


An  18th-century  silver  kettle 
that  is  helieved  to  have  once 
graced  the  rooms  of  the 
original  Tryon  Palace  has  heen 
returned  to  its  rightful  place. 

Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens  has  acquired  a  silver  kettle- 
on-stand,  made  in  1727  during  the 
reign  of  George  II  hy  London  silver- 
smith Peter  Archamho.  The  kettle 
bears  a  full  set  of  English  hallmarks, 
including  the  leopard  head  used  hy 
the  London  assay  office,  the  lion  pas- 
sant indicating  that  the  piece  is  of 
sterling  fitness,  and  the  maker's  stamp. 

"The  acquisition  of  the  tea  kettle 
with  its  L)ng  history  of  local  owner- 
ship is  an  important  next  step  in  the 
reinterpretation  of  the  Governor's 
Palace  in  New  Bern,"  said  Kay 
Williams,  director  of  Tryon  Palace 
Historic  Sites  &  Gardens. 

Palace  historians  are  researching  the 


kettle's  provenance  to  determine  if  there 
is  a  connection  to  Tryon  Palace  when 
colonial  Gov.  William  Tryon  or  his  suc- 
cessor, Gov.  Josiah  Martin,  were  in 
office.  The  kettle-on-stand  can  he  traced 
back  to  Gov.  Richard  Dobbs  Spaight  Sr., 
governor  of  North  Carolina  from  1792 
to  1795.  Spaight,  the  first  native-bom 
North  Carolinian  to  serve  as  governor  of 
the  state,  was  also  the  last  governor  to  be 
inaugurated  in  the  Palace. 

The  last  documented  North 
Carolina  owner  of  the  kettle  was 
Margaret  Doniiell  Shepherd  Nelson  of 
New  Bern,  Spaight's  great-granddaugh- 
ter, who  died  in  1925. 

"It  is  always  exciting  to  find  an 
object  that  has  a  history  of  ownership 
in  18th  century  New  Bern,"  said 
Nancy  Richards,  Curator  oi 
Collectioiis.  "To  find  one  that  may 
have  heen  used  in  the  Palace  is 
especially  thrilling." 


This  ISth'Ccntury  kcttlc-on'Stand,  which 
hears  a  full  set  oj  English  luillmarks,  is  un 
display  in  the  palace's  parlur. 

The  kettle-on-stand  was  purchased 
hy  the  Tryon  Palace  Commission  in 
April,  using  private  funds  donated  tor 
this  acquisition.  Now  that  it  is  home, 
the  kettle-on-stand  is  on  exhibit  in 
the  Palace's  parlor.  ♦ 


Congleton  Bequest  Launches  Heritage  Society 


» 


For  Jim  Congleton  it's  simple:  "I 
like  to  see  my  money  put  to 
work  for  good  uses.  You  can't  put 
it  in  your  coffin  and  take  it  with  you." 
This  philosophy  is  reflected  in  his 
generous  support  of  a  variety  of  needs 
at  Tryon  Palace  over  the  years,  and 
now  in  putting  the  Palace  in  his  will 
and  helping  to  launch  the  brand  new 
Heritage  Society. 

Dr.  Jim  -  as  he  is  affectionately 
called  by  the  hundreds  of  children 
who  benefit  from  his  skill  and  good- 
will as  a  pediatric  dentist  -  is  hardly 
moribund.  He  exudes  energy  and 
looks  forward  to  a  long  life  full  of 
adventure  that  includes  that  special 
joy  that  comes  from  philanthropy. 

A  bequest  for  Tryon  Palace,  he  says, 
offers  "an  almost  infinite  number  of 
possibilities.  Collections,  interpreta- 
tion, gardens,  the  list  could  go  on  and 
on."  His  current  plans  center  on  using 


his  bequest  to  fund  purchases  of  gar- 
den art,  a  lifelong  interest  that  is 
evidenced  in  the  amazing  collection 
of  outdoor  sculpture  that  surrounds 
his  elegant  home. 

He  reworks  his  will  ever^'  five 
years  "to  look  at  what's  there  and 
work  with  it."  Interests  can  change, 
he  says,  so  you  have  to  make  adjust- 
ments "that  make  you  feel  comfort- 
able. The  nice  thing  is  that  every 
time  you  work  on  your  will  you  find 
something  new  and  exciting  in  your 
life  that  you  want  to  include  in  it,  so 
your  will  grows  deeper  and  broader, 
just  as  your  life  does  over  time." 

As  a  member  of  the  Tryon  Palace 
Commission  and  Chair  of  its 
Finance  Committee,  Dr.  Congleton 
has  firsthand  knowledge  of  the 
financial  challenges  that  the  Palace 
faces.  "Private  giving  is  essential  to 
our  future,"  he  says,  adding  that  he 


hopes  others  will  remember  to  put 
Tryon  Palace  in  their  wills  as  well  as 
to  support  it  with  lifetime  gifts. 

Tryon  Palace  is  only  one  of  Dr. 
Jim's  passions.  His  first  formal 
encounters  with  planned  giving  came 
through  his  work  with  the  Dental 
Foundation  of  North  Carolina, 
where  he  has  worked  tirelessly  to 
advance  his  profession,  including 
funding  a  professional  leadership 
award  for  pediatric  residents. 

"When  you  establish  a  fund  that 
will  be  there  in  the  future,  that         M 
truly  becomes  your  connection  with 
immortality,"  he  says,  adding  that  a 
lot  of  recognition  isn't  the  real 
reward.  "Show  me  kids  laughing 
and  playing  in  front  of  the  Palace. 
Show  me  a  kid  seeing  a  piece  of 
sculpture  for  the  first  time  -  walking 
around  it,  trying  to  figure  it  out. 
That's  magic."    ♦ 
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Our   Friends 


Council  of  Friends  Opens  2004  Annual  Drive  in  October 


It's  difficult  to  imagine  an  organiza- 
tion's launching  a  fundraising  drive 
just  tor  fun.  Fundraising  is  not  a 
popular  pastime.  Nor  is  it  free  - 
although  it  should  he  cost  effective. 
So  it  stands  to  reason  that  when  you 
receive  a  solicitation  letter  from  the 
Tryon  Palace  Council  of  Friends,  the 
need  is  real  and  pressing. 

In  October,  the  Friends  will  launch 
the  2004  Annual  Drive.  The  Drive 
has  two  parts:  to  attract  new  members 
and  to  secure  gifts  for  the  Annual 
Fund.  If  you  are  already  a  Friends 
member,  you  will  probably  receive  a 
request  to  support  the  Annual  Fund.  If 
you  don't  belong  to  the  Friends,  you 
will  be  asked  to  join.  Either  way,  or 
both,  your  support  is  critical. 

Friends'  support  will  help  pay  for 
the  Colonial  Christmas  Celebration 
that  you  can  read  about  in  this  maga- 
zine. Friends  are  picking  up  the  whole 
tab  on  our  very  successful  Volunteer 
Program.  A  Friends'  grant  buys  plant 


The  support  from  the  Friends  is  crucial  to  maintaining  programs 
Colonial  Christmas  Celebration. 


the 


materials  to  keep  our  gardens  beauti- 
ful year-round.  Another  is  underwrit- 
ing development  of  a  new  program  for 
eighth  graders  to  learn  about  North 


Carolina  history  and  civics. 

When  you  get  your  annual  appeal, 
please  be  generous.  The  future  -  and 
the  past  -  is  in  your  hands.  4 
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Our  New  Friends 

m 

'   1   'he  Tryon  Palace  Council  of 
X  Friends  welcomes  the  following 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  J.  James, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradford  Perry,           sB 

New  Bern 

New  Bern                                   '9^H 

new  members  who  have  joined  since 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Matson, 

Ms.  Janice  J.  Wren,  New  Beri\       '^HjH 

May  7,  2004 

New  Bern 

Associate                                 ^HH 

Sponsor 

Supporter 

Ms.  Marie  B.  Bailey,  New  Bern             9 

Greg  Smith,  New  Bern 

Ms.  Julie  Anderson,  New  Bern 

Mr.  Frank  H.  Brosette,  New  Bern          !■ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  C.  Casey, 

Ms.  Renate  Falcone,  New  Bern             fl 

Family  /  Qrandparent 

New  Bern 

Ms.  Gail  Hastings,  New  Bern                H 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Carney, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  G.  Dun  ton, 

Ms.  Barbara  ].  Maurer,  New  Bern          fl 

Greenville 

New  Bern 

Mr.  John  R.  Mitterling,  Raleigh            9| 

Ms.  Julia  L.  Craze,  New  Bern 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  McKee, 

Ms.  Patricia  Traynor,  New  Bern             fl 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Downing, 

New  Bern 

Ms.  Linda  J.  Richardson,  New  Berr^^^B 

Fuquay-Varina 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  K. 
Montgomery,  Greenville 

Mrs.  Tay  Roberts,  New  Bern           wKm 
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'A  Gathering  in  the  Gardens'  raises  $4,548 
forTryon  Palace  Programming 


On  June  11,  2004,  the  Council 
of  Friends  hosted  a  very  suc- 
cessful fundraiser  in  the  Tryon 
Palace  gardens.  Over  250  guests  were 
present  to  enjoy  refreshments,  live 
music  and  Tryon  Palace's  beautiful 
gardens  on  this  delightful  spring 
evening. 

Fundraising  Committee  Chair 
Sabrina  Bengel  along  with  committee 
members  Sissy  Chesnutt,  Bob  Eddings, 
Leigh  Anne  Friesen,  Ralph  Hogg, 
Carole  Kemp  and  Greg  Smith  put  an 
extraordinary  effort  into  making  their 
first  fundraiser  such  a  success.  Thanks 
to  the  committee  and  to  the  dona- 
tions of  many  food  and  beverage  ven- 
dors, to  the  musicians  who  so  gener- 
ously donated  their  time  and  talents, 
and  to  the  Tryon  Palace  volunteer 
staff,  no  expenses  were  incurred,  and 
the  proceeds  of  $4,548  will  go  to  sup- 
port additional  programming  at  Tryon 


Fundraising  Committee  Chair 
Sabrina  Bengel  (top  photo,  left) 
and  Tr'yon  Palace  Director  Kay 
Williams  enjoy  the  Council  of 
Friends'  successful  fundraiser,  A 
Gathering  in  the  Gardens .  Over 
250  guests  (bottom  photo)  enjoyed 
refreshments  and  live  music  in 
Tryon  Palace's  beautiful  gardens, 
with  the  $4,548  raised  supporting 
additional  programming  at  the 
historic  site. 


Palace  Historic  Sites  &.  Gardens. 
To  all  who  bought  tickets  and 
attended  the  Gathering,  thanks  tor 
your  support  of  the  Ct)uncil  of  Friends 
and  Tryon  Palace  Historic  Sites  & 
Gardens!  ♦ 


Corporate  Memberships 
Are  Now  Available 

With  nearly  1,000  individual  and 
family  members,  the  Council  ot 
Friends  has  launched  a  new  category 
of  memberships  designed  specifically 
for  businesses  and  professional 
groups.  Corporate  Memberships  are 
available  at  several  levels  and 
offer  attractive  benefits,  including 
a  new  Christmas  Candlelight 
Preview  Party. 

Corporate  members  may  choose 
among  four  categories  of  membership: 
Sustainer  ($500),  Patron  ($1,000), 
Benefactor  ($2,500)  and  Champion 
($5,000  and  above). 

The  Candlelight  Preview  Party  is 
being  introduced  this  year  as  an  invi- 
tation-only event  for  corporate  mem- 
bers and  for  individual  members  in 
the  $500-plus  levels.  Other  corptirate 
benefits  include  gift  certificates  for 


Palace  tours  and  special  consideration 
in  using  Palace  facilities  for  social 
events.  Informatiim  about  Corporate 
Memberships  can  be  obtained  from 
Karen  O'Connell  at  (252)  514-4933, 
or  email  koconnell@tryonpalace.org. 


Gertrude  Carraway 
Library  Ready  for  Use 

As  reported  in  the  Summer  issue 
of  The  Palace,  The  Council  of 
Friends  provided  funding  for  the 
shelving  in  the  new  Gertrude 
Carraway  Library  located  in  the 
Disosway  House.  The  installation  of 
the  shelving  has  been  completed, 
books  and  manuscripts  ha\e  been 
moved,  and  the  library  is  ready  for 
use.  The  Carraway  Library  is  a  non- 
circulating  library  so  all  materials 
must  be  used  in  the  library. 

If  you  would  like  to  use  the  library. 


please  contact  Registrar  Dean  Knight 
ahead  of  time  so  that  he  can  assist  you 
when  you  arrive.  Dean  can  be  reached 
by  phone  at  (252)  514-4918  or  by 
email  at  dknight@tryonpalace.org. 
Again,  many  thanks  to  all  whose 
gifts  made  it  possible  tor  the  Council 
of  Friends  to  fund  the  library  shelving. 


Mark  your  calendars  for 
the  'Holiday  Open  House' 

The  Friends  will  gather  again  this 
year  to  celebrate  the  holiday  season 
with  lots  of  good  food,  good  cheer,  and 
good  company.  This  festive  event  will 
be  held  at  the  HoUister  House  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  8,  2004,  from  5  to 
7:30  p.m.  Members  who  have  attended 
in  the  past  can  attest  to  the  fact  that 
"a  good  time  is  hai_l  by  all".  So,  come 
one  and  all  and  celebrate  this  holiday 
season  with  your  "Friends".  ♦ 
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'IGHLY  COLLECTIBLE  and 
beautiful  are  these  Jitterent 
paperweights  uttered  in  our  Museum  Shop 
Featured  designs  range  from  monogram  initials, 
literary  ejuotes,  animals,  coats  of  arms,  huttertlle^ 
or  geometric  designs  called  "milletiori,"  which 
means  little  flowers  in  Italian.  Genuine  lead 
crystal  paperweights  come  boxed  and  otten 
coordinate  with  other  desk  stationery  and  office 
supplies  like  the  boxed  notes  and  photo  albums 
shown.  Gorgeous  small  paperweight  baubles  st.m 
at  $5.  Larger  paperweights  range  from  $18  to  $^0 
Look  tor  all  types  of  themes  captured  under  glass, 
even  Tryon  Palace's  image,  on  these  gifts  that  aie 
perfect  tor  any  occasion. 


KEEP  IN  MINI')  this  tall  and  holiday  season,  our  two  shops  offer  terrific 
ottice  and  North  Carolina  gifts.  We  are  happy  to  gift-wrap  any  of  your 
purchases  tor  tree,  and  we  do  ship.  All  our  Council  ot  Friends  members 
receive  10  percent  ott  their  purchases.  Join  now  in  time  for  our  annual 
Council  ot  Friends  appreciation  week  in  December  tor  additional 
promotional  offers! 
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